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DEBORAH SILVER/TREASURE COAST NEWSPAPERS Tracy Thomas (center) serves lunch to Ida Church (left),

her husband, Archie Church, along with Gail Deppen (right), and her husband, John Deppen, all from Stuart, on

a sunny Tuesday afternoon at Sailor's Return, at the Sunset Bay Marina and Anchorage along the St. Lucie River

near downtown Stuart. "It's one of our favorite places," said Gail Deppen, who has been a seasonal resident in

Stuart for the past 22 years. "It's a win-win for Stuart with the great location, good food and the staff and owner

who really make it special."

STUART ² In June 2009, attendees at the grand opening

of the Sunset Bay Marina and Anchorage were excited to

see what the property had to offer, including a full-service

marina and a restaurant under construction at the time.

Now, less than a year and a half later, those involved with

the facility say business is booming and everyone's
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DEBORAH

SILVER/TREASURE COAST

NEWSPAPERS Bud Perfit of

Treasure Island heads out to

lunch from his boat, Almost

Perfect, which was docked

Tuesday afternoon at the

Sunset Bay Marina and

Anchorage on the St. Lucie

River near downtown Stuart.

Perfit is visiting the area for a

few days.

expectations have been surpassed.

Pam Alexander of Huizenga Holdings, who with her

husband, Jay, owns and operates the marina, said when

they initially purchased the property, which was previously

Southpoint Anchorage, they were "very excited about the

possibilities and the potential."

Now in its second year of operation, Alexander said the

marina has "been far more successful than any of us

hoped for. We've had a waiting list [for slips] for over a year."

Stuart Mayor Jeffrey Krauskopf said although the project took a lot of planning and

foresight, "I think it's had a wonderful impact ² better than we anticipated."

The marina and restaurant's location "allows the public to use the boardwalk and creates

a magnet for that western view," Krauskopf said, adding that it helps tie the downtown

area together and "keeps people circulating."

Sailor's Return, the restaurant that makes its home at the marina, has become popular

since owners Bob and Tracy Davis opened its doors in November 2009.

"We're definitely the busiest restaurant in the area," said General Manager Michael

LaMattina said. "We hit a home run."

During the summer, typically the area's slow season, LaMattina estimated the restaurant

was serving 300 to 400 dinners each weekend. He anticipates the restaurant's second

year of operation will be even busier.

In addition to lunch, dinner and live music during the busy season, LaMattina said

restaurant guests are unlikely to find a better view anywhere else. "The sunset is

amazing. We get unbelievable postcard sunsets."

The marina is partnering with the Arts Council of Martin County to bring even more

patrons to the area with its "Waterfront Wednesdays at Sunset Bay," which will kick off

Nov. 16.

Judy "JP" Nichols, the council's waterfront coordinator, said the weekly event is "a good

way for mariners and art-loving landlubbers to get together in a beautiful setting."

The event will showcase works by local artists depicting the theme "Of the Sea": inlets,

oceans, rivers, waterways, bays and lakes and the history of boating, fishing, sailing,

cruising, rowing, foraging, shelling, waterfront birding and more.

"You can drive, dock, dine and enjoy the arts," Nichols said.

WATERFRONT WEDNESDAYS AT SUNSET BAY

What: A weekly "Of the Sea" themed display of art and fine handcrafted works by local

artisans

When: Every Wednesday beginning Nov. 16 from 4 p.m. to sunset

Where: Sunset Bay Marina and Anchorage, 615 S.W. Anchorage Way, Stuart
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Worship services, Sunday school

and youth groups

First Presbyterian Church of
Sebastian

10 a.m.

Salsa Lessons For Everyone

(One-off place)

Poker for Paws Tournaments to

Benefit Dogs and Cats Forever

Crystal Palace Arcade

Storytime With Miss Sarah

Morningside Branch Library
10:30 a.m.

Latin Dance Fitness

Dance Space Studio, 499 22nd
Place, Vero Beach

9 a.m.
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